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Year of Consecrated Life
A Joyful Heart
SAVE THE DATE
Solemnity of Saint
Jeanne Jugan
August 30

6th Anniversary of the
Canonization of Saint
Jeanne Jugan
October 11
Fall Festival and
Spaghetti Dinner
November 8
Little Sisters Annual
Renewal of Vows
December 8
Christmas Eve Mass
December 24

“What happiness for us to be a Little Sister of the
Poor!” As we Little Sisters reflect on our vocation
during this Year of Consecrated Life, we are reminded
of these words spoken by our foundress, Saint Jeanne
Jugan so many years ago.
While many people may think life as a “Sister” is
one of sacrifice and full of things to give up, we can
tell you that there is far more that is gained than could
ever be missed. Namely, joy! The joy that comes from
seeing our Residents smile, or working and laughing
together with our volunteers, lifting our voices in
song during Mass (or at Resident activities!) — these
are all wonderful things. But none can compare to
the joy of having a close relationship with God, and
carrying His love with us wherever we go.
We are so blessed to have our vocation, and the

Sr. Mercy Marie, Sr. Rachael, Sr. Mary Matthew and Sr. Jessica Marie on
their profession day, July 18, 2015.

“Where
there are
religious,
there is joy.”
Pope
Francis

many people who support us
in following God’s call. See
inside for stories about some of
our dear friends, who through
their generous gifts of time,
treasure and spiritual support have
shared in our life, and our joy.

We ask for your prayers,
especially this year, for
vocations — that young people will be open to
hearing God’s call for them. We also offer prayers of
thanksgiving for the four novices who professed their
first vows as Little Sisters this year.
May Christ’s love be with you, and in the words of
Pope Francis in his letter to consecrated people, “fill
your hearts to the brim with happiness.”

Sister Louise poses with a Resident.
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Rae Lynn with Mom Annette

Angel Julie Cummings with Resident Don Fessler

Angels Among Us
We see them everywhere, disguised as
our next-door neighbor, our best friend, or as
fellow members of our church, and we have
no idea these “angels” mean the world to the
Residents of the Jeanne Jugan Center. They are
the “angels” of “Annette’s Angels,” a group
started by Rae Lynn Vittorino in honor of her
mom, Annette. For 14 years, Annette Lofthouse
was a member of the Little Sisters of the
Poor family and was visited regularly by her
beautiful and faithful family. While she lived
here she was devoted to her friends, always
sending a card when someone needed support,
sharing desserts or welcoming a new neighbor.
This was Annette’s way of sharing God’s love
with those around her and of carrying out the
mission of the Little Sisters of the Poor.
As the years passed, Annette enjoyed those

rich gifts returned to her by her friends and
family. Her daughter Rae Lynn, one of the
youngest of her seven children, who visited
frequently, noticed that many Residents rarely
had visitors or consistent companions. When
Annette passed away at age 103, her final
moments were spent at the Jeanne Jugan
Center, with her family and the Little Sisters,
other Residents and staff surrounding her.
While we know that this was a sad time for
her family, we know that for Annette, she was
welcomed Home to her eternal life. Her family’s
sadness at her passing was turned into joy for
others, as Rae Lynn organized friends and
fellow parishioners of St. Thomas More Parish
to join her in sharing Annette’s welcoming
heart with other Residents. Annette’s Angels
was born. This group of dedicated volunteers

New Stations of the Cross
Through the generosity of The McGee Family, the outdoor Stations of the Cross have
been renovated and the surrounding gardens updated. Time had worn the former
wooden monuments housing each station and they have been replaced with permanent
structures. These structures hold the beautiful bronze icons representing each Station.
The fourteen Stations of the Cross, a series of images depicting Jesus Christ on the day of
his crucifixion, are a popular Catholic devotion. The object of the Stations is to help the
faithful make a spiritual pilgrimage of prayer, through meditating upon the central scenes
of Christ’s sufferings and death. The Stations of the Cross serve as a visual reminder of the
humble manner in which Jesus was willing to set aside the privileges of divinity in order
to provide a path to salvation for others through His sacrifice.
Right: Father Bruce blesses a station while benefactor Larry Ryan and Sr. Beatrice look on.

brings such joy, enthusiasm and love to our
Residents as they share time with them by
reading, praying, joining them on a walk,
playing games, making crafts, sharing an ice
cream treat or simply sitting and talking about
their family and their life.
Being certain of a good “fit” for both the
Resident and the Angel is something Rae
Lynn works to assure. As they meet one-onone, a special relationship develops. This
relationship between the two is a blessing for
both individuals and ensures the success of the
program. If you think you might be interested
in sharing time with one of our Residents,
please contact Rae Lynn Vittorino for more
information about Annette’s Angels…
among us, at 816-719-5683 or email her at
raerynn@sbcglobal.net.
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75 Years of
Service

Sr. Marie Pauline
When asked, what do you admire most about Sr. Marie
Pauline, Sr. Joseph Marie answers quickly, “Oh my, it’s
her joy, her simplicity and her sense of humor!” Ask any
of the volunteers who work with her daily in the craft
shop of the Jeanne Jugan Center, they experience her joy
— joy for her life, joy for her vocation and joy for those
around her. She is proud to tell a young father to whom
she is introduced how old she is and follows with, “and I
am still working every day!”

Our AJJ group following this year’s Promise Ceremony

AJJ Formation
Approved by the Catholic Church
in September 1998, The Association
Jeanne Jugan allows the sharing of the
spiritual riches of the Little Sisters of
the Poor with the laity. Catholic men and
women support the mission of the Little
Sisters by participating in our apostolic
mission of hospitality to the aged poor,
and of helping to spread the charism of
Jeanne Jugan, the foundress of the Little
Sisters of the Poor, in many areas where
they live and work.

to the aged poor through many different
services. They include:
•
•
•

Tasks of hospitality and support
of projects;
Direct service in the mission of
the Sisters;
Offering prayers and sufferings
for the intentions of the Little
Sisters.

New A.J.J. member Phyllis Schapker
reflects, “I was drawn to the association
by curiosity to discover and understand
Individuals interested in joining what makes the [Little Sisters’] home so
the
Association
Jeanne
unique, special and uplifting.
Jugan participate in a year“Never
Studying the works and faith
long formation period and forget that insights of Jeanne Jugan is
membership is sealed by an
the poor are so profound and spiritually
annual promise. The year
Our Lord” inspiring. Membership in the
of learning, sharing, and
A.J.J. is a blessed opportunity
reflection allows each member
-Jeanne
for a lay person to join in the
to grow in their faith while
Jugan
spiritually and rewarding
experiencing the mission of
work of the Little Sisters. As a
Saint Jeanne Jugan in greater depth.
member, I will work with the Sisters to
A.J.J. members participate in hospitality use my talents in many areas of need.”
If you are interested in learning more about the
Association Jeanne Jugan, please contact Sr. Gonzague, lsp
at 816-741-4744 or email her at adkansascity@littlesistersofthepoor.org

Given the name Sr. Marie Pauline de Ste Helene at
the time of her profession 75 years ago, she believes
that her vocation was a special gift from God and thanks
her parents who encouraged her to follow God’s call.
There are 42 members of her family including aunts,
two sisters, uncles, and cousins, who became nuns and
priests. This tremendous commitment by her family
is a great source of pride for Sr. Pauline. She came to
the United States from South America when she was a
young woman and worked in New Orleans begging for
food and sharing her vocation.
During her recent Platinum Jubilee, celebrated at the
Jeanne Jugan Center, she spoke about her advice to young
women discerning a vocation to the religious life. “It is
a very rewarding life with many opportunities to serve
God,” she said. Sr. Marie Pauline describes her most
rewarding activity as a Little Sister as that of sharing the
final days and moments with Residents, allowing them
to go to Him peacefully.
Sr. Marie Pauline renews her vows with Father Gillgannon
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A Simple Note

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorkansascity.org

By: Mother Superior

Our Needs
Since Medicaid covers only 50% of the costs of
caring for our residents, we have many needs both
great and small. We are grateful for help with any
of the following items.
Rejoice and celebrate with us Little Sisters for
this year dedicated to “Consecrated Life.”
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis noted three
goals of the year of Consecrated Life as:
1. To look to the past with gratitude.
2. To live the present with passion.
3. To embrace the future with hope.
As we look back 176 years ago, Saint
Jeanne Jugan responded to the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit and took in her first Resident,
Anne Chauvin. Out of love for God, she
dedicated the rest of her life to loving, caring
and accompanying these least brothers and
sisters of the Lord as Jesus Christ himself. She
raised their dignity from ‘nobody’ to ‘someone
cherished by the Lord’ and accompanied
them in their journey to eternal life. With her
in gratitude we praise and magnify the Lord.
Our affluent, consumerist and hightechnological society wants to eliminate the
elderly as “useless and unproductive” with so
called “freedom of choice to end one’s life.”
We invite you to join us in promoting the
culture of life for the elderly by being their
advocates, helping them development their
hidden talents, wisdom and the rich history
of their lives. May we celebrate their present
life, and accompany them in their joys,
achievements, sickness and suffering so that
their faith journey continues to blossom with
their limited physical and spiritual capacity.
As for the future, we are called to be
courageous witnesses of selfless and humble
service to the least of his brethren and to
spread the Gospel of joy to those whom we
encounter each day.
We thank you for accompanying us with
your prayer, gifts and dedicated services in
upholding the dignity of God’s cherished
elderly.

•

New surveillance system

$14,000 each

•

Apartment Flooring- 6

$3,000 each

•

Air conditioners- 18

$1,900 each

•

Refrigerators- 3

$1,000 each

•

Extra-large customized wheelchairs- 4

•

Activity and craft supplies

•

Large print books

•

Kleenex

•

Unscented lotion

•

Body wash and Dove soap

•

Forever postage stamps

•

Copy paper - 8.5 x 11

•

CD / DVD Rewritable discs

•

Gift cards: CVS, Walgreen, Walmart, Target

•

Visa gift cards to purchase Christmas gifts
for residents

•

Gasoline cards

Your gifts help make our house a home

Thank you for your support!

Remembering the Little Sisters
Many family and friends choose to remember The Little Sisters of the Poor and the Jeanne
Jugan Center in their estate plans. They realize that by investing in the Little Sisters of the Poor,
they are investing in the future of our care for the most vulnerable elderly. The Jeanne Jugan
Center is the recipient of bequests, trusts, and charitable gift annuities from individuals who
recognize that the Little Sisters are making a difference in our community.
For more information contact Mary Ellen Clark, Director of Development, at 816-761-4744
or dvkansascity@littlesistersofthepoor.org.

Please join us in daily prayer as we remember the souls
of the departed, precious elderly who have spent their
sacred, final moments with us.
Jeanne Jugan Center
8745 James A. Reed Road | Kansas City, MO 64138
816-761-4744 | www.littlesistersofthepoorkansascity.org

